Key Questions for Discussion
Key Idea

Much of Africa had been colonised pre World War 2. These colonies had been set up primarily to expand the empires of respective countries and to reap the natural resources that were in rich abundance. Whilst of course bringing benefits to the colonial masters, they provided jobs and security for many millions of African citizens. The building of infrastructure, transport networks, housing, hospitals and educational centres were all carried out to varying degrees by those in power and gave Africa an enormous boost shoving it violently towards the development threshold.  Once World War 2 was over and the colonisers were in deep recession, they retreated quickly leaving millions of workers facing ruin and unable to support themselves. The development trapdoor fell open and most of Africa fell through it into oblivion! 

From your work answer the following questions:

1. Looking at the facts and figures available now, were any of the colonists particularly ineffective? Look for countries that have extremely low levels of development.

2. Were any of the colonists effective in what they did pre-1945? Look for countries that are fairly stable now.

3. What do you think would have happened if the countries had not pulled out so quickly? Think about India and Hong Kong
4. What arguments might a typical person from Niger present that World War 2 has brought about a more civilized society? Look at the map entitled Top Ten Poorest Countries to aid your argument. 
5. What arguments might a typical person from France present that World War 2 has brought about a more civilized society? Look at the world map entitled ‘Most Powerful countries’. 
6. So, do you think that World War 2 was a catalyst for development and poverty oblivion for Africa? Is there ever a way back for them? 
