Fighting for “their country”

Nationalism

· The people of Africa put aside their grievances and once more made a crucial military contribution. 

· Nearly two million Africans were recruited as soldiers, porters, and scouts for the Allies during the war. 

· When these soldiers returned home, they returned to colonial states that still considered them inferior. 

· Many veterans had expected that their dedication to colonial governments would be recognized and they would be rewarded accordingly. 

· This was not to be, and these soldiers returned home to conditions worsened by a weak global economy. 

· When the war ended, people felt that having fought for freedom in Europe; they were entitled to it for themselves.

· Because they had fought to protect the interests of the colonial powers only to return to the exploitation and indignities of colonial rule, these men became bitter and discontented.

