

There are a number of different farming systems operated throughout the world. These can be split up into distinct categories:

How do the different types of farming system work?

Write down the aspects of each farming system in the table below.

	Farming type
	How it works

	Intensive 
	

	Extensive 
	

	Arable
	

	Pastoral
	

	Commercial 
	

	Subsistence
	

	Organic
	


p.52 Edexcel

Farmers have to make informed decisions as to the type of farming practice they are going to carry out. 

There are a number of factors that affect a farm’s location, type of system, profit and size.        Physical factors
	Soils
	

	
	In order for crops to grow the climatic conditions have to be right. Too much rainfall and crops are flooded, too little and they die because of lack of moisture. The same applies with sunlight. Too much can dry out a crop and too little will stunt its growth

	Aspect
	

	
	The shape of the land is very important for farming practices. Farm machinery operates well on flat land. When slopes are more than 20º it is hard to work the machinery.


Human factors

	Land prices
	

	
	Many farming systems involve transporting crops and animals to a place of sale. It is more economically sensible for a farmer to locate close to such places

	EU/Government
	

	
	Farming methods are often passed on from generation to generation. Many farmers are unwilling to change their ways

	Demand
	


Answers:

· How much a product is wanted. If many people want a product more will be supplied. If little is required then less will be supplied.
· Climate

· The value of land. If the value is high then farmers must farm intensively to see a profit

· Tradition

· The direction a slope is facing makes a huge difference to the yield of crop. South facing slopes receive more sun in the northern hemisphere and therefore are likely to create a better yield.

· Relief

· Market

· A poor soil. I.e. not very fertile will need to be treated with fertilizers to change its makeup. This is expensive.

· This authoritative body has the say about the amount of quotas and grants given to farmers
















