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The Daily Star





Yesterday, April 23rd 1991, Mount Etna in the south of Sicily blew its top. The villagers of Zafferana village reported smoke rising from the volcano. 2 hours later, lava poured out of the crater and crept down the volcano edge. 





The local army quickly responded  by using bulldozers  to build big mud mounds. But this was unsuccessful. 1 hour later the U.S army dropped 500kg bombs onto the volcano edge to make lava lakes to slow down the lava down, but this was also unsuccessful. 











Mount Etna is probably the most active volcano in Europe and the oldest recorded active volcano in the world.





They then decided to drop huge concrete blocks from helicopters, but this also failed, the blocks just drifted away.





At this point the lava had reached within 500 metres from the village.


This was the last chance to Save Zafferana village, One builder even tried driving his bulldozer into the lava to redirect it but he was never seen again.





The local army quickly made reinforced mud mounds using all the bulldozers they could gather. These mud mounds were 30ft high and were 10ft wide.


The lava hit the mounds and was redirected into the sea.
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Facts on Mount Etna.





Mount Etna is 10,991 FT (3,350 M)








Over 1200 square meters of Etna's surface is covered with solidified lava.
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Picture by local, Mario sterodsta 
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Yesterday Mount Etna Blew its top, covering the sky of Sicily with smoke





Mount Etna blows her Top!





April 23rd








