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	IGCSE Geography – Coasts & Beach Formation (Deposition)



	Photo of a beach (one that I have been to)




















	Paste your beach photo into the space above. Then annotate the processes by which the beach has been formed using the information on geographypods and using the flow diagram below. 
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	Exam Practise – In paper 1, you may be asked a question such as the following: Explain, with the use of a diagram, how a beach is formed (5). 

The flow diagram on the previous page tells you how a beach is formed and contains some important information on the types of waves necessary for beach formation and information on swash and backwash. 

In the space below, spend 10 minutes drawing a neat sketch to show this process at work.  Don’t forget to add labels to show key features of the beach (shallow, sediments) and the coastal processes (constructive waves, LSD, swash, backwash). 

	



























	Remember: 

Steeply sloping beaches are formed by strong __________ waves that ____________ more material away from the beach that they swash up the beach.

__________ sloping beaches occur by constructive waves that ______ more material up the beach than they backwash away, building up a steep beach ________.
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https://www.geographypods.com/3-coasts.html
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» Deposition is the main process that creates a beach.
Stage 1 )

 This occurs where waves have limited energy and so beaches often form in sheltered areas
See)  such as bays where wave energy is less than on exposed headlands.

* Here, waves are likely to be constructive where the swash is dominant and the backwash
weaker so that material is left on the beach rather than being taken away by the waves.
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¢ Over time this beach material will accumulate in the sheltered bay, and may be composed of
different sediments from pebbles to fine sands
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* Beaches are under constant change, from processes like Tongshore drift. Beaches can also
grow over time when constructive waves dominate, or even shrink in size during winter
periods in the UK when we are more likely to get storms and destructive waves





