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BBC – The Inquiry Podcast – Should we rethink our ban on 
child labour? 

 

Here is a summary sheet of the podcast that you can use to follow the episode and 
make sure that you have understood what is being said.  

Introduction – Nicola’s Story 

• Nicola is a 17-year-old girl from Peru who started working when she was 8. 

• She collected paper and bottles to earn money for her family. 

• She is proud of working and says it helped her family survive. 

• Nicola travelled to the United Nations to ask for children to be allowed to work. 

• Many children around the world say work helps them. 

• But many organisations say child labour is harmful and should be banned. 

• The podcast asks: Should we change the rules about child labour? 

 

Witness 1 – Benjamin Smith (International Labour Organization / UN) 

His main ideas: 

• Child labour is dangerous when it hurts a child’s health, safety or future. 

• The worst forms of child labour (like slavery or drug trafficking) are banned 
everywhere. 

• Most countries also ban normal work for children under 14 or 15. 

• He says working too young stops children from going to school and affects their 
future jobs. 

• The ban helps children stay in school instead of working. 

• If families are poor, governments should help them so children don’t need to 
work. 

• He agrees child labour has reduced, but believes the world needs to keep the 
ban and try harder. 
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Witness 2 – Professor Jo Boyden (Oxford University) 

Her main ideas: 

• She has studied child labour for many years in countries like Bangladesh, Peru, 
and Vietnam. 

• When the US tried to ban clothes made by children, 60,000 children lost their 
factory jobs overnight. 

• Many of these children ended up in more dangerous jobs like prostitution or 
street work. 

• She found that: 

o Many children work and go to school at the same time. 

o Some use their earnings to pay for school supplies. 

o Some children feel proud and learn life skills from working. 

• She thinks education in some countries is low quality, so banning work doesn’t 
always help. 

• She says: You cannot ban child labour if families are very poor, because 
children will just move to worse jobs. 

 

Witness 3 – Zulema Lopez (Child Labour Survivor in the USA) 

Her main ideas: 

• Zulema started working at age 7 picking crops in the USA. 

• She worked long days (up to 15 hours) in extreme heat and cold. 

• Her schooling suffered because she often missed classes or moved between 
schools. 

• She didn’t realise her life was unusual until a documentary was made about her. 

• She now studies at university and believes children should not work before 16. 

• She says working young can harm children’s education and health. 

• Families should find other ways to earn money so children do not feel forced to 
work. 
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Witness 4 – Kavita Ratna (Concerned for Working Children, India) 

Her main ideas: 

• In India, her organisation helped create child labour–free communities. 

• BUT “child labour–free” does not mean children do no work at all. 

• Instead, it means children only do work that: 

o is safe, 

o does not stop them from going to school, 

o and does not harm their future. 

• The charity listens to children and finds out why they work (for food, lack of 
school support, caring for siblings). 

• They work with local councils to fix problems—like giving families childcare, 
scholarships, electricity, or equipment. 

• Children help decide what work is safe and what work is dangerous. 

• She believes children should have a choice, and adults should help them make 
safe decisions. 

 

Final Round-up – What’s the Answer? 

• The ILO says: Children under a certain age should not work at all. 

• But witnesses 2 and 4 say: 

o A total ban does not always work. 

o It can push children into more dangerous jobs. 

o Some work can help families and help children learn skills. 

• The debate is really about: 

o What childhood should look like, and 

o Who gets to decide what is best for children. 

There is no simple answer—but understanding different experiences helps us think 
deeply about the issue. 

 


