

Comparing the impacts of earthquakes
When an earthquake occurs, it can have a huge impact on individual people, communities and entire countries. Some of these impacts are common throughout the world; others are specific to particular regions, as they are determined by the wealth and how prepared the area or country is. Rich countries often have the resources to cope better with the aftermath of an earthquake than poorer countries.

1 The statements in the table below are examples of the impact of earthquakes. Sort the statements according to whether they are likely to apply to a poor or rich part of the world. To do this, tick the box alongside each statement. You can use different colours if you wish. Tick both boxes for those statements that could apply to both rich and poor parts of the world.

	Rich
	Poor
	Impacts of earthquakes

	
	
	A. There are limited food supplies for large numbers of victims

	
	
	B. The country has enough money to pay for supplies and help with rebuilding programmes

	
	
	C. People are homeless with no shelter, warm clothing or food

	
	
	D. Communities lack radio/TV contact – difficulty in warning them of likely damage

	
	
	E. Communities search for victims, but lack equipment, such as heavy lifting cranes, to start the work

	
	
	F. Earthquake evacuation procedures are tested regularly. People know what to do

	
	
	G. Airfields to bring in rescuers and emergency supplies are often located many miles away

	
	
	H. Roads and railways are not always of a good standard – difficult to reach victims

	
	
	I. Hospitals put on red alert are well-prepared for treating victims and many lives are saved

	
	
	J. Some buildings are earthquake-proof, but many are poorly built and badly designed

	
	
	K. Computers are used to help manage the relief operation

	
	
	L. Counselling for emotionally distressed children 

	
	
	M. Emergency rescue teams with heat-seeking equipment reach disaster areas within minutes

	
	
	N. Emergency health kits with a shelf life of 5 years

	
	
	O. Unemployment is caused when offices and factories are destroyed

	
	
	P. Huge fires quickly brought under control by well-trained fire crews

	
	
	Q. The government is slow to get help to people immediately after the earthquake

	
	
	R. People are evacuated quickly and secondary damage is limited 

	
	
	S. Instant communication about damage and problems is relayed to the emergency services

	
	
	T. Psychological and emotional damage to those involved

	
	
	U. Helicopters are used to transport rescue teams and evacuate the injured

	
	
	V. Faulty emergency electricity supplies and telephone lines

	
	
	W. Collapsed bridges and blocked roads hinder rescue teams

	
	
	X. Long-term economic damage, as the government has to spend billions on rebuilding

	
	
	Y. Most electrical and gas supplies reconnected within hours

	
	
	Z. Unhealthy living conditions and lack of food cause further deaths through disease and starvation 


2 Now place the letters for each statement into a copy of the Venn diagram below. Statements that might apply to both areas should be placed in the overlapping sector.
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3 Discuss your answers with a partner, or as a class, and see if you can resolve any differences.

4 Use your diagram to help explain why richer countries tend to cope better with earthquakes than poorer countries. Complete the following statement:
Richer countries tend to cope better with earthquakes than poorer countries do because…...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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